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[Abstract]

Reinvestigation into Four—Social-Estate—System's Ethnic
Discrimination in Yuan Dynasty

Koh, Myung—Soo

The theory of Four—social—estate—system has been recently criticized a
lot. First, there is the argument that Four—social-estate—system did not
show the levels of social status but just a ethnic classification. However,
the Mongol government intentionally discriminated the four ethnic groups
in many ways, for example, in the cases of the appointment of
government officials, the examination to select government officials,
punishment, and carrying a weapon. Next, there's the argument that the
boundaries among the ethnic groups were uncertain and there was no
gap in the status between Mongol-Semu people, and between Han-
Southern people. Yet, clearly, there was a status gap among the four
ethnic groups. Last, there is the argument that Four—social—-estate—system
meant the discrimination by a class, not by a ethnic group. But, the
cases of Han people as a high-ranking officer or Mongol-Semu people
in a lower class were very rare. In addition, the cases among the high
—ranking officials, Mongol's status was higher than that of Han people
and the cases where Southern people failed to be treated as founding
contributors or hold the highest position clearly show the ethnic
discrimination in Four—social—estate—system.

Key words: Mongol, Four—social—estate—system, Semu people,
Han people, Southern people, Founding contributors



