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[Abstract]

Imagination Shown in The Portrait of a Lady and
The Ambassadors
: A Quality Required in the 21 Century

Lee, Won—Ju

In the 2Ist century, characterized by the Fourth Industrial Revolution
and posthumanism, imagination is required as an essential quality. In
fact, the concept of imagination is often ambiguous and confusing due
to biases and misunderstandings, requiring redefinition of its meaning.
However, Henry James, a literary critic and novelist who engaged in
artistic endeavors, exemplified the meaning, value, and importance of
imagination through his literary works. To sum up, he emphasizes the
significance of trial and error and experiences through the journeys of
the two main characters, who possess a wealth of imagination, in “The
Portrait of a Lady’ and “The Ambassadors” More specifically, Isabel
Archer's romantic imagination evolves into a reality=based imagination
that leads to confrontation and challenges, while Lambert Strether's
suppressed imagination progresses towards empathy, morality, and the
ability to integrate. These very points are closely associated with imagination,
a quality demanded in the 21st century. Through the examples of these
two protagonists, James presents the field of life as a nurturing ground
for imagination and suggests that the greatest freedom humans can

enjoy, imagination, serves as an insight for making sound judgments.

Key words: Henry James, Imagination, Trial and error, experience,
Experience based on reality, Empathy, Integration,
Morality



