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[Abstract]

About Novum, the cloned human
: SF's Imagination Responding to The Return of Inequality

Kwak, Eun—Hee

In this thesis, I validly accept Darko Subin's insight on the supplementation
of the class perspective based on Marxism, and then by analyzing the SF
films <Replicas(2018, USA)> and <The Island(2005, USA)>, I looked at
how SF's imagination responds to the return of inequality. In the two
films, novum, a 'cloned human, is the central axis that narrates the inequality
that is returning to the era of capitalist realism and the driving force of
change that demythologizes the existence conditions of capitalism. In the
two films, Novum, the cloned human being, recognizes the prosperity of
the future society, such as the realization of eternal life through human
brain cloning technology ({Replicay), the treatment of incurable diseases
through organ transplantation, and the externalization of childbirth
through surrogate motherhood (<Island)) is based on the otherization of
the biological proletariat, the cloned human beings, and then exerts its
dominance in narrating resistance and solidarity that can change reality
against inequality. If the enclosing of the common lands was a setback of
class progress achieved through a long history, such warnings and
resistance by SF would be a form of alternative imagination that goes back
to the era of capitalist realism in which inequality returns and the retreat of
class progress. Through this alternative imagination, we can think beyond it
without being eroded by the feeling of exhaustion and consumption.

Key words : SF, cloned humans, novum, inequality, capitalist
realism, imagination, the commons



