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[Abstract]

The Formation and Contestation of Postcolonial
Discourses Surrounding the ‘Comfort Women™ Issue
(2011-2020)

Lee, Tae—Jun

This study explores the formation of social perceptions and postcolonial
discourses on the ‘comfort women’ issue from 2011 to 2020. The Statue
of Peace was fixed as a ‘victim narrative’ as the Japanese government’s
amid historical denial by Japan and intensifying nationalism in both
Korea and Japan.

Feminist scholars and the Korean Council sought to shift the focus to
wartime sexual violence, but rising nationalism and controversies, including
Empire’s Comfort Women, hindered broader discussions. The 2015
bilateral agreement further fueled nationalism as a site of public contention.

In May 2020, survivor Lee Yong-soo's critique of the movement’s
methods was overshadowed by media framing it as internal conflict.
Scholars have since called for reflection and a reexamination of the issue
through feminism and postcolonial perspectives. This study highlights the
need for mutual reflecion and nuanced understanding to deepen

postcolonial discourse on the ‘comfort women’ issue.

Key words: Comfort Women, postcolonial, nationalism, feminism,
Statue of Peace, Lee Yong—soo



