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[Abstract]

Female's Speech in Jeju 4 - 3 Novel and (Im)Possibility of
Representation

Lee, Tae—Jun

This study analyses the portrayal of female characters in Hyun Ki—
young's Jeju 4.3 novels from a postcolonial feminist perspective, with a
particular focus on the limitations of their representation. The female
characters in these works are depicted as victims of state violence and
confined to patriarchal roles. This study examines the manner in which
these constraints shape the representation of women.

"n Crows in the Doryung Ridges, Gyurijip’s suffering during the 4.3
incident is portrayed using Jeju dialect, subtly critiquing state violence.
Similarly, "The Holy Lifes explores the 4.3 through Gannan’s life, set
against the backdrop of colonialism and a divided historical period.
However, female subjectivity remains limited to colonial resistance.

Hyun Ki-young's female characters are depicted as resilient, they are
constrained by patriarchal norms and are unable to make autonomous
decisions, such as participating in or rejecting the uprising. The discourse
surrounding the 4.3 incident has largely fixed women as victims, sup—
pressing alternative narratives.

This study argues that a fuller understanding of the 4.3 incident re-
quires acknowledgement of not only state violence but also the agency
of the women involved in resistance.

Key words: Jeju 4 - 3, Postcolonial Feminism, Subaltern, Representation,
Sacrifice Discourse, Hyun Ki—young, State violence,
Patriarchy, Memory Struggle



